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Various forms of documentation are stored in numerous libraries across the globe. These libraries range from large libraries that serve universities to smaller home shelf libraries. The information stored in libraries sometimes goes back hundreds of years into history, and thus it requires specialized protection against loss or damage. Like any other establishment, libraries are exposed to various risks. Natural disasters and human threats that may comprise the safety of documentation stored in libraries may occur any time. Notably, libraries are not likely to have comprehensive risk management strategies.[footnoteRef:1] Consequently, this report analyses and describes risk exposures identified during a visit to the local public library.   [1:  Velasquez, Diane L., Nina Evans, and Joanne Kaeding. 2016. "Risk Management And Disaster Recovery In Public Libraries In South Australia: A Pilot Study". Information Research 21 (4).
] 

 One notable risk identified at the local library is the risk of fire. While the books stored in the library present the greatest risk of destruction by fire, several other items like computers, microfilm, compact discs, phonograph records, and cassettes are at risk of destruction by fire. The risk of fire at the local library emanates from the open bookshelves that spread through several floor levels of the building, and open floor space that lacks compartmentalization. Because of the open bookshelves, in case a fire was to start, it would be difficult to manage. Also notable is the fact that the library lacks enough fire detectors and automatic sprinklers, only a few are visible within the digital content area of the library, which heightens further the risk of fire. 
The local library additionally faces the risk of water damage. Water damage in a library setup can result either from a natural calamity like a flood or internal plumbing failure. Due to the arrangement of books at the local library, was either of these to occur, the library would suffer enormous losses. Books, magazines, and other journals are stored up to the floor level, meaning that if a flood or leakage were to occur, these books would be damaged. Additionally, the local library stores some of its materials in paper cartons that are placed on the floor, thus exposing them to damage by water. Another problem identified is the storage of books below water pipes in the basement store, meaning that if the pipes were to leak or burst, it would lead to the damage of these books. Even in the absence of a leak in the basement, the low temperatures and humidity is likely to cause the growth of mold and mildew, which will damage the materials stored under these water pipes. 
Another risk factor identified at the local library is the risk associated with the security of library materials. Like any other library, the local public library faces the risk of theft of due to the rare nature of some of the materials it stores. At the local library, window grills are only present on the ground floor windows. The lack of window grills on the other floors presents a security breach that exposes the library material to theft. Also notable is that some of the old books, do not have electronic tags that the checkout system uses to detect people walking out with books without using the right borrowing procedures[footnoteRef:2]. The risk of theft is accentuated further by the lack of a proper identification protocol for library visitors; people walk in and out without the requirement for proper identification. The lack of an identification protocol means that in case of theft, it will be difficult for the management to identify the culprits. Additionally, the library faces the risk of material damage by, for example, tearing of pages from books. While the library has set up closed-circuit television systems for surveillance, some areas of the library are obscured, and thus people can use these areas to tear off pages from book and magazines. [2:  Ahson, Syed A., and Mohammad Ilyas. RFID handbook: applications, technology, security, and privacy. CRC press, 2017.
] 

A final risk identified at the local library is the risk associated with environmental damage. The threat from ecological damage emanates from both the quality of air as well as from pests in and within the library. Faulty heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems can lead to massive damage of materials; something that is notable at the local library. Due to the large open windows in the library, there are times when there is a lot of heat and small dust particles from outside inside the library. If uncontrolled and if this exposure goes on for an extended period, it leads to library material damage[footnoteRef:3]. A visit to the local library reveals that there is often a significant amount of dust as some of the books on the shelves are covered with a thin layer of dust. A visit to the local library also reveals the risk presented by pests. In the basement storage facility, there are traces of rodent feces, which is evidence of the existences of these pests within the library. Additionally, dead insects, which leave inerasable marks, are also visible in the middle of some of the books.  [3:  Blades, William. The enemies of books. Cambridge University Press, 2014] 

In summary, there is need to protect the materials found in libraries. However, as evidenced in the visit to the local library, these facilities are exposed to numerous risk factors that pose a threat to the safety of the library material. These risks include fire, water damage, theft, and environmental damage. These risks if not managed can lead to massive losses of information, some of which dates backs to hundreds of years back. 
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